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Executive Summary

This is the event report about the WORKSHOP Between Greek and Turkish academics,
NGOs and practitioners on second - track diplomacy (energy and climate change in the
Eastern Mediterranean). organized by the Institute of International Economic Relations in
collaboration with: Center for Mediterranean Studies, Yasar University (Izmir), Department
of International Relations, Yasar University (Izmir), The MA Programme in International and
European Governance and Policy, University of Athens (Athens), The Jean Monnet Chair on
EU Energy and Climate Policy and the Eastern Mediterranean EU- CP — EM, University of
Thessaly, Thursday, 21st November 2024. VENUE: INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL
ECONOMIC RELATIONS, Athens, Greece.



Event description

The event took place on Thursday, 21 November, 2024, from 10:00 AM to 6:30 PM at the
premises of the INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS, in Athens centre.

It was attended by 30 people, from Greece and Turkey.

Workshop Objectives: The participating academics and members of NGO’s and private
sector explored and discussed (brainstorm) how the second track diplomacy (Green
energy as well as mitigation and resilience against climate change) could be used as a
method of solving some specific issues which concern the societies of both countries
relative to the climate change and more particularly the issues of sea pollution, protection
from wildfires and clean energy development. The main aim, therefore, is not to resolve the
bilateral political issues that divide the two countries but to facilitate networking
opportunities for NGOs, to share best practices, to exchange lessons learned from the
recent past , and proposing strategies that can potentially be discussed by NGOs,
stakeholders, such as research centers/institutes, municipalities, and academic
organizations. Another aim of the workshop is to encourage the active participation of civil
society organizations in the process of second-track diplomacy by recognizing the positive
contributions of civil society and the private sector in fostering understanding and building

bridges between the communities of Greece and Turkey.

The chair holder had the opportunity in his introductory remarks to present the objectives
and the vision of the Jean Monnet Chair asking the other participants for feedback and

future collaboration on the topics the chair deals with.

The event included three thematic sessions on Sea pollution, Green Energy and protection
from wildfires cause by mainly due to the altering climate change conditions in the Eastern

Mediterranean.

Overall, the conference comprehensively discussed aspects of the consequences of the
ongoing climate change in the region and solutions for mitigation and resilience against it
and of course the role of the European Union in this context. Due to the variety of the
participants (academics, NGOs, experts) the discussion managed to cover many different
aspects of the current energy architecture and the prevailing environmental conditions in
the Eastern Mediterranean. Apart from it, the participants discussed the current options

for further collaboration and fundraising.
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PROGRAMME

2nd WORKSHOP

on
Between Greek and Turkish
academics, NGOs and
practitioners on second — track
diplomacy

Thursday, 21st November 2024

VENUE:
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS,
2nd Floor (in portico/arcade entrance),
No. 16, Eleftherios Venizelos Avenue (also known as
Panepistimiou Street), Postcode 10672
Athens, Greece

This Workshop is organized by the Institute of International Economic Relations
(ITER/IDOS) of Athens in collaboration with:

« Center for Mediterranean Studies, Yasar University (Izmir)

» Department of International Relations, Yasar University (Izmir)

» The MA Programme in International and European Governance and
Policy, University of Athens (Athens)

» The Jean Monnet Chair on EU Energy and Climate Policy and the
Eastern Mediterranean EU- CP — EM, University of Thessaly



21st November 2024

Workshop program

10:00-10:30 Arrival & Registration

. Participants sign in, grab refreshments, and settle in

10:30-10:45
Welcome Remarks & Workshop Overview

. Facilitator(s) introduce themselves (Charalampos Tsardanidis, Emre
Iseri and Panayotis Tsakonas)
. Schedule for the day

10:45-11:15
Session 1: Introduction

Introductory remarks:

. - Andreas Stergiou, Professor, Department of Economics, University
of Thessaly, Holder of the Jean Monnet chair on EU climate and Energy
Policies in the Eastern Mediterranean

. - Emre Iseri, Professor, Director of Yasar University Center of
Mediterranean Studies and a faculty member at the Department of
International Relations



11:15-12:15
Session 2: Sea Pollution

Moderator: Charalampos Tsardanidis, Professor, Director, Institute of
International Economic Relations

The participants will be sharing their experiences and best used practices. They
will exchange views on recommendations leading to more effective cross-border
collaboration

12:15-12:30 Coffee Break

12:30-13:30
Session 3: Green Energy

Moderator: Emre iseri, Professor, Director of Yasar University Center of
Mediterranean Studies

The participants will sharing their experiences and best used practices. They will
exchange views on recommendations leading to more effective cross-border
collaboration

13:30 -14:30
Session 4: Protection from Wildfires

Moderator: Panayotis Tsakonas, Professor, Director, MA Programme in
International and European Governance and Policy, University of Athens

The participants will be sharing their experiences and best used practices. They
will exchange views on recommendations leading to more effective cross-border
collaboration

14:30 -15:00
Closing Remarks & Workshop Evaluation
Acknowledgements



